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Education Concepts 1st Board of Directors Meeting

In order to have a successful organization there are board members who make decisions for the good of the
company. EduCon is no exception. The board members consists of:

e Cordus Easington, MD

o State Representative William Davis,

e Dr. Candace Dawson, Educational Policy

e Joseph Mason, President of Unity Development

e Dr. Wrenetha Julion, PhD, MPH, RN Associate Professor, Women Children and Family Nursing. Col-
lege of Nursin—Rush University

e C(Cleota Parker, Retired Educator
o Esko Peterson, Vice President of Unity Development
e 2 Junior Board Members: Manuel Whitfield Jr. & Lauryn Murphy.

Since this is the 1st meeting, the board members were introduced to one another and roles and responsibil-

ity of each member were handed down. During this meeting ideas were brought to the table as far as ex-

panding to the Latino community, obtaining an office building, offering scholarships, college tours, cultural
trips,t-s hi rts, and transportation. Al so, upcomin a |

There was discussions around the organization 3 ma
the junior board members gave their impression of the program and how it has been beneficial to them. |

am happy to report that EduCon has become a positive role model in the lives of our youth, which is ex-

actly what we are striving to achieve.

Education Concepts Welcomes Junior Facilitators

Education Concepts values the input of its participants. Through regular evaluations we are able to see how
the students are relating to our sessions and how we can improve them. The Junior Facilitators were chosen
because they have been active in the mentoring program for 2 years and have shown dedication to Education
Concepts. Also, these students have shown improvements in the areas of maturity, behavior and some aca-
demics and have truly become the voice of Education Concepts. To prepare for their individual sessions, the
students were given a topic and was told to prepare a lesson plan including learning objectives, an activity,
and describe how their session can relate to other academic subjects. They then presented their material to

the class and received an individual evalwuati 1 by
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EduConos

On Sunday, January 17, Imani Josey was
crowned Miss Cook County, 2010 at the
Oak Park Arms, in Oak Park IL. She is
the recipient of a $1000 scholarship
sponsored by the Near West Cook
Women In Management Young
Women’'s Mentoring
by Mrs. Nancy Maczka Burke. During
her 2010 reign, Imani will spend the year
promoting her platform The Fight for
Air: Asthma Awareness. Imani will
speak at a variety of schools in conjunc-
tion with the American Lung Associa-
tion. | mani’
to her because she is an asthmatic and
wants to help others understand and con-
trol their disease. She will also fundraise

s plat

New Spokeswoman

for the Children
and other community and charitable
events. "I'm extremely honored to
represent this amazing organization.
This opportunity is truly a blessing
and I am excited to do everything
possible to make this a rewarding
experience for the young men and
women that are being mentored."

"I am extremely impressed by this
organization's commitment to the
community and dedication to devel-
oping youth holistically."
"Organizations like this are hard to 2
find and hard to match in passion,

but I look forward to the challenge

as we work together to mentor these

deserving youth."

Holiday Raffle Fundraiser: Help Us Help Our Students

In efforts to raise funds to support our
program and other activities that were
planned for the Spring semester, Edu-
cation Concepts hosted a Holiday Raf-
fle from December-February. For only
$5 supporters purchased a raffle ticket
for a chance to win: 1st Place—
$2,000; 2nd Place—a 16 GB Apple
iPad; or 3rd Place—3 2’ FI at
Television.

The raffle ended on January 31st at

Spm.
Congratulations to our winners:

1st PlaceDanny Matthews, Ever-
green Park, IL

2nd PlaceAntonio Isaac, Chicago, IL
3rd PlaceRobynn Cannon, San

Biggg. &4t
Thanks to all of you that supported the
raffle. Please be on the look out for

our Spring/Summer fundraising pro-

ject.
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EduCon Presents Conflict Resolution Sessions

Ef fective Spring
will oversee our Conflict Resolution
Sessions. These sessions were created
in efforts to combat the violence
plaguing the streets of Chicago. The
sessions will provide students with a
plethora of information regarding con-
flict. Students will learn positive alter-
natives to handling conflict and diffi-
cult situations that has the potential to
have negative outcomes; to think criti-

2allylabibut how aggebsian adattl- | i
tude can change the course of a con-
flict; how the choices they make can
have a direct or indirect affect on their
future and the consequences that are a
result from a certain action; how to
respectfully agree to disagree by ex-
amining language, posture and the
connotations behind verbal and non
verbal communication; and the most
important session will seek to em-

power communication between parents
and students and offer tips on the
proper and respectful way of handling
parental conflict.

$7
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Mentor of the Year:

Education Concepts wants to acknowl-
edge Mr. Dorian Dawson. Mr. Daw-
son came to Education Concepts with
his mind on making a difference in the
lives of young men. Dorian was spe-
cifically sought out because of his life
story. It is evident from the young
men that he mentors that he has truly
made a difference in their lives. Mr.
Dawson is a graduate of Lane College
in Jackson, TN where he majored in
Business Administration. While cur-
rently working on his real estate li-
cense Mr. Dawson’
ing young African American youth has
continued to flourish. While still con-
tinuing his mentoring obligations in

Me et

Education Concepts, welcomes our
Junior Board Members, Manuel Whit-
field Jr. & Lauryn Murphy. These
students were chosen based on their
dedication to Education Concepts and
overall desire to help the organization
grow. Manuel Whitfield Jr.,isa 17
year old Junior at Perspectives Charter
High school in Chicago, IL. Lauryn
Murphy is a 13 year old 8th grader at
Meadowview Elementary School in

EduConos

Dorian Dawson

Jackson long distance, he has begun to
seek out opportunities for mentorship
here in the city of Chicago. After liv-
ing in the city for two years now, Mr.
Dawson has found his calling with
African American males. He brings a
philosophy of connecting with these
young men through personal narrative.
Mr. Dawson uses his life story to con-
nect, educate, and relate with these
young men to help them excel in every
scholastic and personal endeavor.

For this, we salute Mr. Dorian Daw-
son!

Country Club Hills, IL . Together
these students offer the staff of Educa-
tion Concepts an insight into their
world. They have been beneficial in
creating sessions that are pertinent for
students in their grades. We are al-
ways striving to offer them informa-
tion that they deem as valuable to their
well-being and education. These stu-
dents are guaranteed to keep us on our
toes!

Education Concepts Past & Present

EduCon has achieved many exciting
challenges since it began. We have
added more Competence and Profes-
sional Development Sessions in efforts
to address the evolving teen. Since
2008, we have held weekly sessions at
the Apostolic Pentecostal Church of
Morgan Park. We have held Time
Management and Coping Skills Ses-
sion within various Chicago land ele-
mentary schools. Have hosted 2 Col-
lege Bound Parent Information Session

in efforts to make

parents more '
knowledgeable g

pos

about the college
application and
admission proc-
ess. We have
attended various
events in hopes of getting our name
out to the community such as the
Black Star Project Parent Resource
Fair, the Illinois Committee of Black

Juni or

Concerns in Higher Education confer-
ence, Apostolic Pentecostal Church of
Morgan Park Youth Violence Rally,
Career Days at various elementary
schools discussing Entrepreneurship
and the Non-Profit sector, Malcolm X
College Cease the Silence Rally, CICS
Longwood Community Organization
Outreach.

As you can see EduCon is on the
MOVE!!.

Boar d

Page 3

EduCon News

Me



A Holistic Approach to Educating Our Youth At Education Conceptsur miSSiOn iS tO
provide resources, personal guidance, and
P.O. Box 199157 _ .
Chicago, IL 60619 a professional education track for youth.

We offer a strong peer and professional
Phone: 708374-4838 ife gP profe

Email: info@edeconcepts.org mentoring component that allows youth to
Www.educoncepts.org

matriculate through pre and post high
school and prepare them for quality
higher education.

Our follow up plan allows students to con-
tinue collaborative efforts in their success

as college students and graduates.
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Well we made it!

We made it to another year with a clean slate of achievements to fulfill. What changes are
you going to make this year to improve your self worth? What goals have you set for
yourselfin 2011? Everyone needs to have a goal or a vision that we need to focus on.
There are going to be obstacles to try and deter you away from what you have promised
yourself that you are going to do in the new year. FOCUS, FOCUS, FOCUS!

No one can make your life better only you have that power. Use the power that you have
to encourage yourself if no one else will. Always know that there is someone in your cor-
ner cheering for you to succeed.

Peace

Email me your questions, comments or anything that you would like to share with me. I
am here to listen. tashaevansO07@yahoo.com




